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Yod - Sod, The Secret of the Yod 
By G...H..Fra. E.G.Q. 
Based upon personal research and the writings of Manly P. Hall 


Years ago, while I was undergoing my First Order training, I received 
something of a revelation upon learning that Fra. Perseverantia had 


interpreted Yesod as Yod - Sod (Hebrew for secret), (') TIO This seemed to 
supply the missing piece to some meditational work done previously upon 
the Earth Pentacle. In that work, I visualized the Pentacle as being made 
out of light instead of matter. In so doing, I discovered a red glowing Yod in 
the center of the Pentacle. It made sense to me that, Yesod being the 
Foundation of Malkut, one would find the “Secret of Yod” (Yod force) 
concealed within the symbol for action and matter. The essence and 
directing consciousness of this Yod force is revealed by Key 9, The Hermit. 
This Key corresponds to one of the paths proceeding from Chesed and 
interrelates the number of Yesod (9) and the Hebrew letter Yod. It also 
pictures the office of Herald, the psychopomp or Leader of the Soul. 
Remember that one should be a Theoricus to hold the station of Herald. 
Incidentally, the Herald represents Hermes as well. I’ve had an inkling that 
there is some sort of philological relationship between “Hermes” and 
“hermit”. Key 9 pictures that which is the true Foundation or Basis of all 
human activity. The wise man depicted, besides being a personification of 
the powers and beneficence of Chesed, is also one who is “in the Secret” ( 


TIOA, b’sod, the value of this word is 72, the same as the value of Chesed) 
for the intelligent direction of the secret force concentrated in Yesod. This 
force is behind all reproduction and manifestation. One may infer from this 
that the wise one in Key 9 is Melchizedek, the Manu or Chief Adept of the 
Human Race. 


It has been the 
practice of Adepts 
down through the 
ages to picture 
“Seekers after Truth 
and Reality” as old 
men with staffs, 
carrying lanterns in 
the gloom of 
ignorance. These old 
men are shown either 
pursuing a serpent or 


following a trail of footprints left by a young woman representing Nature 
who is seen several paces ahead carrying an illuminated hexagram, the Seal 
of Solomon or the Philosopher’s Signal Star in one hand and a basket of 
flowers in the other. 


In Key 9 of the Knapp-Hall deck, the Hermit is shown pursuing the Serpent. 
Also, note well that the ninth letter of the Hebrew alphabet is Teth “the 
Serpent”. In the ancient Wedge script Teth is represented by the symbol of 
the Circle Cross. This Hermit hides his lantern inside his cloak. This 
covered gesture symbolizes the secret search that each of us must make in 
order to find the Kingdom of Heaven that is within us. “Neither shall they 
say, Lo here! Or, Lo there! For, behold the Kingdom of GOD is within you.” 
Luke 17:21. 


The Serpent has always been the symbol of the Adept and his powers of 
immortality and divine knowledge. “AlI the people of antiquity, with the one 
exception, reverenced this symbol; the exception being the Christians, who 
chose to forget the “Brazen Serpent” of Moses, and even the implied 
acknowledgment of the great wisdom and prudence of the “serpent” by 
Jesus himself ‘Be ye wise as serpents and harmless as doves’ The Secret 
Doctrine. 


“The Hierophants of Egypt as well as of Babylon, generally styled 
themselves the “Sons of the Serpent-god,” or “Sons of the Dragon.” The 
Druids of the Celto-Brittanic regions also called themselves snakes.” Isis 
Unveiled. 


In the spinal column, there are two nerve currents, Ida and Pingala, known 
mystically as the two Thieves. Throughout the length of the spinal cord is a 
hollow channel called the Sushumna, the Path, the Royal Highway, the Well 
of Life, or the “Chimney of Santa Claus.” Coiled up at the bottom of this 
“chimney” is the “Serpent” or “Dragon-Power,” known as the Kundalini, 
literally meaning, “the Hidden or Secret Fire” which, if properly aroused 
and masterfully controlled, makes one an Immortal. This is the Cross that 
must be carried up the hill to Golgatha, “the place of a skull.” 
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“Know ye not that ye are the Temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you.” I Cor. 3:16. 


Hermes was represented as bearing a caduceus or staff. This staff signified 
the spine containing the cerebro-spinal nervous system. The two 
intertwining serpents symbolized the positive and negative nerve currents, 
Pingala and Ida, respectively. These two currents precede the Kundalini in 
their advance up the spine until they reach the Sixth Chakra (Pituitary), 
located at the back of the nasal passages, where they radiate to the right 
and left. Then, the Kundalini, starting with the First Chakra, travels up the 
spinal marrow, opening center after center, until finally it forms a cross with 
the two Thieves (Ida and Pingala) in the “Place of a skull” (Golgotha). Then, 
the brain is illuminated and the “Third Eye” opens, giving the Mystic the 
lofty consciousness of a Seer (in Hebrew Nava, usually translated as 
Prophet). 


When esoterically understood, the Apocalypse (Greek for Revelation) of the 
New Testament is found to be a book on body redemption, with the most 
minute details cleverly concealed within mystic terms. The seven cities of 
Revelation represent the seven centers of the body. 


The Santa Claus story is another mystic presentation of the same facts, 
Santa Claus being the Soul; the reindeer, the twelve signs of the Zodiac; the 
sleigh, the body; the sprig of evergreen at the bottom of the chimney, the 
Kundalini force; and the seven days elapsing between Christmas and the 
New Year signifying the Seven Sacred Centers. 


The goal of every religion is not to become a god, but to become aware that 
you have always been ONE with God. The “fool” of Key Zero, although he 
carries the implements of magic in the bag at his back, is blinded to the 
power he carries; and therefore, is no better than a servant though he is 
really Lord of all. Once one realizes that one is God, the very realization of 
that True Nature arouses the sleeping God-power or serpent within. 


Just so long as man looks for the Kingdom of God outside, he will not find it, 
for it is inside him waiting to be aroused by him. “Even so, faith if it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone.” James 2:17. “When all the Temple is 
prepared within, Why nods the drowsy worshipper outside?” Rubaiyat. 
“Everyone the snake must hoist to reach his liberty.” Retsama. 


As long as man is foolishly taught to look to God around or above him, 
instead of being instructed to find Him in him, as Him, he will be subject to 
many blasphemies; but once he realizes that he really is the Kingdom of 
Heaven taking a man around, then he enters into his own with his sense of 
Individuality and acts as God incarnate. “He who ruleth his spirit is greater 
than he who taketh a city.” Proverbs 16:32. 


There is one person and ONLY one that stands between you and Mastery. 
That person is you. He who waits for some future day when opportunity for 
attainment will be greater, fools himself, for only upon himself is he waiting. 
He who waits for his Karma to be worked out, makes more Karma by 
waiting. He who prays, and then waits for his prayers to be answered, is 
waiting on himself, for the answers to his prayers come only from himself. 
He who looks for salvation outside of himself, deceives himself, for he must 
save himself not by being subject to the beggarly elements, but by living 
and acting like God. 


A negative mind is a prostitute to every positive influence. Redeem this 
“Great Whore”; walk calmly on the waters of the Astral Sea, a Master of 
your emotions. Then in the full realization that you and the father are 
identical, arouse the “Serpent” within you by the confidence of your 
authoritative Imagination. As you realize that you are God, your God-like 
confidence grows accordingly. This very confidence arouses the “Serpent” 
or Faith-Power within you. 


Tremendous physiological changes occur throughout the body once the Soul 
arouses itself and takes hold of the “Serpent” force within the body that it 
always had, but never before consciously used. As this force is aroused, it 
marches up the spine; and layer after layer of the mind opens up, and organ 
after organ becomes renewed until the whole body is regenerated. During 
this process of regeneration, “earthquakes” happen throughout the body in 
diverse places; and the student is ever moaning and groaning within 
oneself, waiting, to wit, the redemption of the body. (See Romans 8:23) 


As the Sacred Centers are washed of the debris that was stagnantly lying 
within them, they become “the shining stars” that are spoken of in “The 
Book of Lambspring,” a rare and most valuable book from the Hermetic 
Museum of the Sixteenth Century. 


Death will be overcome in this present day by those wise souls who realize 
that life is but Phenomena created by the Law of Spontaneous Generation, 
the Law of Faith. This law is the Kingdom of Heaven which is ever at hand 
ready to be motivated into action by the creative ability of our “Third Eye.” 


Life is belief in action. Death is the fading back of objectified life into the 
“Treasurehouse of Images” from which the belief stuff was originally 


collected. Salvation is believing in the power of your Believing and realizing 
that what you pre-See today, you will see tomorrow. (See True and 
Invisible Rosicrucian Order, pp. 217-218) Wise foresight is the parent of 
pleasant after-sight. 


“We have One Eye with which to see events coming, and two eyes with 
which to see them when they arrive.” Retsama. “Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1. 


“For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be 
thou removed, and be cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but 
Shall believe those things which he saith, Shall come to pass; he shall have 
whatsoever he saith. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye 
desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” 
Mark 11:23-24. 


Faith is but another name for our “Third Eye” and how we use this “Eye of 
Faith” always predetermines our life. “For as a man thinketh in his heart, 
so is he...” Proverbs 23:7 


Worry is absolute faith that we are going to get what we do not want. Wise 
ones are afraid to worry, for they have learned, as did Job, that things that 
they fear are the very things that come unto to them. Instead of worrying in 
the wrong direction, they “worry” in the right direction, “fearing” good 
things without ceasing, and thus having beauty, joy, abundance, and glory 
after glory come unto to them. 


A Christ is the term used to designate a soul that is wise to the fact that it is 
an instance of the One Life’s ability to create, and that its Salvation is 
dependent upon this fact, and then constantly living and acting like God 
instead of like a mere mortal. 


Our five senses are the five wounds of the Christ, for we are ever allowing 
them to hypnotize us with the belief that the world is greater than we are, 
instead of constantly realizing that the world is but a series of effects 
caused by the pre-seeing of the “Third Eye,” the Eye of Faith. 

“There cannot be an Exhibition without an Onlooker,” said Buddha; nor can 
there be an onlooker without a resulting Exhibition. Prophets, realizing this 
law, only have to see what the people are now pre-seeing in order to 
accurately tell them what their futures will be. Such Sages understand that 
tomorrow but reflects what today sees, that today is yesterday’s child and 
tomorrow’s parent, Wise indeed is the one who today consciously gives 
birth to a new person who will take the place of the man or woman one is 
today. Just as long as people think they are only people and do not realize 
that they are the Absolute carrying the human around, just that long will 


“The Mysteries” be mysteries to them, and they will have no inkling of their 
true meaning. 


“Now this I say, Brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom 
of God: neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.” I Corinthians 15:50. 
If flesh and blood do not go to heaven, what does then? This is a very 
natural question and is answered as follows: “And no man hath ascended up 
to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which 
is in heaven.” The Son of man in you is the Son of God that is in heaven. As 
“Hermes the Guardian” has said, you yourself are that which you do seek. 


Truth is something that you do not get in a moment, but when you get it, 
you get it in a moment. Then you realize that the Path is not of time, or of 
merit, or of deeds, but of instantaneous recognition of the Truth that you 
have always been the ONE ABSOLUTE GOD, and that nothing you ever did 
or ever left undone actually added to, or subtracted from, the ONE GOD 
that you eternally are. 


The Path of Return is an imaginary vertical line upon which are strung the 
Principals of Humanity. This Path is not tread by the personality, but by our 
Sense of Individuality. Once you recognize yourself to be the One God and 
your bodies but vestures this One God has entempled itself in, you will find 
the Truth and find yourself to be the Truth taking a person around. 


“There is no person to remember deeds, but the memories of the deeds 
themselves are that person.” Buddha. 


Truth is the Rememberer; the person is but a bundle of memories. Wise is 
the Individual who remembers that he or she is the Rememberer and knows 
the personality to be but the memories that the Individual, the 
Rememberer, has remembered. 


“Quit the Material and seek the Spiritual!” 


